
 
The Joint Tactical Information 
Distribution System (JTIDS) provides an 
information distribution, position location, 
voice communication, and identification of 
friend or foe capability for the Marines 
Operating Forces that is interoperable with 
the armed forces of the Unites States of 
America and allied nations. 
 
Background:  The JTIDS Program is in the 
Sustainment phase of the JTIDS terminal 
employment.  MCTSSA has a 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with the 
JTIDS Centralized Software Support 
Activity (CSSA), located at Robins AFB, GA 
to provide software support for the JTIDS 
terminal.  The JTIDS project support the 
following events: 
.  JTIDS Terminal Materiel Improvement 
Program (MIP) Review Board conducted by 
CSSA, Robins AFB, GA. 
.  Joint International Configuration Review 
Board (JICRB) conducted by JICRB staff, 
Hanscom AFB, MA. 
  
Description:  JTIDS is the communication 
system that supports Link 16.  Link 16 data, 
JTIDS voice, and Interim JTIDS Message 
Specification (IJMS) data are transmitted 
using a JTIDS terminal.  The terminal 
provides communication security with the 
Secure Data Unit (KGV-8), jamming 
resistance with frequency hopping through 
51 discreet UHF frequencies and a Time 
Division Multiple Access (TDMA) scheme.  
These capabilities combined with the JTIDS 
waveform make Link 16 a robust, secure 
and reliable Link with a high throughput for 
both voice and data. 
 
The core of the JTIDS terminal consists of 
three Line Replaceable Units (LRUs): the 
Receiver/Transmitter (R/T), the Data  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Processor Group (DPG), and the High 
Power Amplifier Group (HPAG).  The NICP, 
Subscriber Interface Computer Program 
(SICP), Digital Data Processor (DDP) and 
Interface Unit (IU) are all part of the DPG.  
The NICP is a software component that 
provides an interface between the JTIDS 
network and the SICP. Operationally, an 
MC68030 CPU in the DDP executes the 
NICP.   
 
MCTSSA Support:  MCTSSA provides 
regression testing JTIDS Network Interface 
Computer Program (NICP) and Subscriber 
Interface Computer Program (SICP) in 
support of the Direct Reporting Program 
Manager, BMADS.  The Program Office is 
utilizing MCTSSA’s robust Systems 
Integration Facility, which provides host 
system for the JTIDS terminal to verify the 
integration of USMC Link 16 host system 
command and control functions into the 
Marine Corps’ existing architecture. 
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